
traveled on the next day. The moral 

is that by working together, with 

everyone contributing what they can, 

a greater good is achieved. 

Stone Soup Feast 
Friday, November 22nd 

Children do not need to bring  a lunch 

that day. 

Stone Soup Feast 

Montessori Farmhouse Courier 

The Story of  Stone 
Soup 

Once upon a time, 

somewhere in post-war 

Eastern Europe, there 

was a great famine in 

which people jealously 

hoarded whatever food they could 

find, hiding it even from their friends 

and neighbors. One day a wandering 

soldier came into a village and began 

asking questions as if he planned to 

stay for the night. 

"There's not a bite to eat in the 

whole province," he was told. 

"Better keep moving on." 

"Oh, I have everything I need," he 

said. "In fact, I was thinking of mak-

ing some stone soup to share with all 

of you." He pulled an iron cauldron 

from his wagon, filled  it with water, 

and built a fire under it. Then, with 

great ceremony, he drew an ordi-

nary-looking stone from a velvet bag 

and dropped it into the water. 

By now, hearing the rumor of food, 

most of the villagers had come to the 

square or watched from their win-

dows. As the soldier sniffed the 

"broth" and licked his lips in antici-

pation, hunger began to overcome 

their skepticism. "Ahh," the soldier 

said to himself rather loudly, "I do 

like a tasty stone soup. Of course, 

stone soup with cabbage -- that's hard 

to beat." 

Soon a villager approached hesitant-

ly, holding a cabbage he'd retrieved 

from its hiding place, and added it to 

the pot. "Capital!" cried the soldier. 

"You know, I once had stone soup 

with cabbage and a bit of salt beef as 

well, and it was fit for a king."  

The village butcher managed to find 

some salt beef . . . and so it went, 

through potatoes, onions, carrots, 

mushrooms, and so on, until there 

was indeed a delicious meal for all. 

The villagers offered the soldier a 

great deal of money for the magic 

stone, but he refused to sell and 

OBSERVATIONS 

CONFERENCES 

We welcome you to observe in 

your child’s classroom, it is an 

opportunity to see the many 

activities and events that go on 

during your child’s day. We 

encourage you to take this time 

to not only watch your own child 

but others in the classroom           

community.  

Parent observations are  

scheduled the weeks of  

October 28th-November 8th  

 

After observing, we encourage 

you to attend the conference 

with your child’s teacher.  This is 

a time for you and the teacher 

to share information about what 

your child is learning at school 

and the activities that are     

happening at home.  

A conference can be scheduled 

for the weeks of  

November 4th to the 13th. 

 

Please sign up for a time that 

is most convenient for you.                          

In September we introduced the 

catalogs For Small Hands. We 

receive credit from the purchases 

made through the Montessori 

Services company.         

In this catalog you will find en-

riching items that complement the 

Montessori school environment 

for your children to use at home. 

From the accumulated purchases 

made before December 31st, the 

school will receive a credit vouch-

er allowing us to purchase needed 

supplies and equipment for each 

of the classrooms. You may 

purchase independently through 

the catalog or go online to 

www.forsmallhands.com.  

Please use the School's Custom-

er #140798 when ordering.                   

There are extra catalogs in the 

office and classrooms if you’d 

like to hand them out to friends 

and family.  

Thank you for your support and        

happy shopping! 

CALENDAR 
Sunday November 3rd 

Daylight Savings (fall back 1 hour) 

October 28th-November 8th 

Parent Observations 

November 4th-November13th 

Parent Conferences  

Monday November 11th  

Veteran’s Day –No School 

Tuesday November 12th  

Full Beaver Moon 

Friday November 22nd 

Stone Soup Feast (no lunchbox) 

November 28th-November 29th 

Thanksgiving Break –No School 

THANK YOU……. 

….to all of you who helped make 
our Lantern Walk so enjoyable this 

year 

…. Aaron Kipperberg, Jennifer Car-

roll, Serena Hernandez, Brandi 
Jones, and Lisa and Sunny Derouin 
and friends for setting out the 

illumination bags on the trail 

…..Trisha Trujillo for cleaning up 

the bags and lights the next day 

….. Kipperberg, Baron, Tenzler, 

Carroll, Trujillo, Livesay, Kelley, 
Rubin, Ashby, Rossing, and Welsh 
families who brought snacks and 

cider 

…….Cain, Flores, and Gudger fami-

lies for paper supplies 

...all of you who donated pump-
kins, weaving supplies and cut 

bags 
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The Montessori method is based on careful observation of and respect 

for the natural development of the child.   Montessori's scientific obser-

vations of children's almost  effortless ability to absorb knowledge from 

their surroundings, as well as their tireless interest in manipulating materi-

als led her to develop her educational method. Every piece of equipment, 

every exercise, every process Montessori  developed was based on what 

she observed children do "naturally," by themselves, unassisted . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montessori  Classroom 1919 

One of the most important aspects you will notice when you observe in 

the classroom is that the children are engaged in their work. The class-

room  feels like  a busy hive, with children joyfully buzzing along at their 

various tasks. The children are engaged, interacting and involved. You 

will see the children working independently or with a friend. You might see 

a few children working outside the classroom, involved in a cooking project 

or working in the outdoor garden. You might see a teacher presenting to 

a small group or a child presenting to another child. A child may come up 

to a teacher and quietly wait at her side to ask for help. An older child 

may come over to assist a younger child with a material. If the teacher 

wants to address a child, she will walk over and talk directly-no one shouts 

across the classroom to get another's attention.  

You will notice that teachers walk around the classroom, watching, over-

seeing, assisting, and listening. There is a quiet hum in the Montessori 

room: louder than a library, quieter than a  playground.  

 Montessori teachers are trained to be skillful observers and record 

keepers. They use these skills throughout the year to observe the chil-

dren, create plans, and track development. These observations are made 

on the level of concentration of each child, the introduction to 

and mastery of each piece of material, the social development, 

physical health and many   others. 

We welcome you to come in and have an opportunity to see the 

many activities and events that go on in your child’s classroom. 

We encourage you to take this time to not only watch your own 

child but others in the classroom community. A  20-min. obser-

vation time is scheduled during the weeks of  October 28th–

November 8th. Upon arriving, you will be given a handout  to 

look over and  upon arriving will receive a clipboard with paper 

and  pencil for your personal note taking.  

We recommend observing your child's class before your Parent 

Teacher Conferences. Conferences will be after school from 

Nov. 4th-Nov. 13th.  This will give you and your child’s teacher  

time to share about your child.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sign-up list is in your child’s classroom, please 

sign up for a time that is most convenient for you. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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Maria Montessori wrote "Scientific observation has established that education is not what the teacher gives; education is a natural process 

spontaneously carried out by the human individual, and is acquired not by listening to words but by experiences upon the environment" 

A MORSEL OF MONTESSORI: OBSERVATIONS 


